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By ROY F. FLE MING

I T IS PROBABLE tha t  many residen ts of
Wiar ton  and the shores of Colpoy’s Bay

when  viewing the fa ir  island a t  it s en t rance
known as White Cloud, a re unaware tha t
the sin ist er  shadow of t r agedy and unsolved
mystery hangs over  th is lonely place.

Long ago in  1869 four  men  jou rneying
in  a  sa il-boa t  from Owen  Sound to Wiar ton
made a  ca ll a t  th is island, and st range to
rela t e, none of them was ever  seen  a live
aga in . One of them was found on  the is-
land dead, apparen t ly murdered; there was
a lso evidence tha t  a  robbery had been  com-
mit t ed; bu t  though  extended sea rches were
made on  the island and on  the neighbor ing
islands and main land, no clue of the miss-
ing ones was unea r thed. Many were the
con jectu res of wha t  happened to the men ,
Was the villa in  of the melodrama  one of
the par ty, or  did others do the evil deeds?
How cou ld they escape withou t  leaving
any t r ace of their  whereabou t s?

The following ver sion  of the White
Cloud t ragedy has been  t aken  la rgely from
the story published yea r s ago in  the Huron ia
magazine Mer Douce, and gives some of the
in terest ing deta ils a s known a t  the t ime,

‘In  the fa ll of 1869 there occur red a
myster ious t r agedy on  Georgian  Bay tha t
sen t  the whole of Owen  Sound and
neighbor ing communit ies in to grea t  ex-
cit ement .

“In  the summer  of tha t  year  it  seems
tha t  Capta in  Char les Fothergill sold h is
fa rm in  the township of Derby, receiv-
ing for  it  a  considerable sum of money,
which  he deposit ed in  an  Owen  Sound
bank. With  a  view to set t ling in  Bruce
Pen insu la , he purchased a  la rge fa rm
west  of Wia r ton , and a t  once pu t  a  gang
of men  on  the place to clea r  and im-
prove it .

“Ear ly in  September  of the same year
Capta in  Fothergill left  for  Owen  Sound
in  a  sa il-boa t  for  the purpose of buying
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some seed-gra in  and provisions for  the
win ter , and a lso to obta in  some money
with  which  to pay h is h ired help.

“After  drawing some $2000 of h is
money in  cash  and loading h is boa t  with
the supplies, he made ready to sta r t
home to Colpoy’s Bay. As the season
was pleasan t  and h is vessel commodious
and staunch , he invit ed th ree men  a t
Owen  Sound to accompany h im on  a
camping jaun t . One was h is good fr iend,
George Brown, Post  Master  of Owen
Sound, a lso Char les Kennedy, a  sa ilor  r e-
cupera t ing from illness, and one J ohn
Robinson , a  r ecen t  a r r iva l in  the town
ha iling from the Sou thern  Sta tes who
had been  in  the Amer ican  Civil War .

“The boa t  left  Owen  Sound in  the
a ft ernoon  in  a  gen t le breeze with  every-
th ing apparen t ly favorable for  a  pleas-
an t  voyage. Bu t  not  one of them was
seen  a live a ft er  tha t  day. As Capta in
Fothergill did not  r etu rn  home a t  the
t ime appoin ted, fr iends made inquiry as
to h is doings; soon  a  sea rch  par ty was
sen t  ou t  to look for  the lost  men .

“At  Big Bay a  Mrs. Ogilvie told of
having seen  the sa il-boa t  pass by nea r  the
shore tha t  a fternoon; fu r ther  tha t  she
recogn ized Mr . Brown, the Post  Master ,
a s one in  the cra ft . She sa id too tha t  she
not iced another  boa t  pass a long the same
way not  long a ft er ,

‘When  the sea rchers came to White
Cloud Island they found Fothergill’s
boa t  on  the beach  unharmed and with
the gra in  and supplies un touched. Near -
by they saw the dead body of the sa ilor ,
Kennedy. (The accoun t  does not  t ell t he
apparen t  manner  of h is dea th . ) A lit t le
dog own ed by P ost  Ma st er  Br own
watched over  the boa t  and ba rked and
whined piteously for  h is missing master .
The invest iga tor s sea rched a  la rge a rea
roundabout  for  the others of the par ty
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