
casua lt ies were passengers, most  of them from Cleveland or  Det roit  and their  environs.
The vessel was la ter  r a ised and taken  to Hamilton , Onta r io for  scrapping. The N oron ic,
built  a t  Por t  Ar thur , Onta r io in  1913, spen t  her  en t ire ca reer  as a  cru ise sh ip. She
was 362 feet  long, with  a  52-foot  beam, of 6,905 gross tons and ca r r ied 550 passengers,
Her  dest ruct ion  and the ret irement  of the Huronic from service removed the en t ire
fleet  of the former  Nor thern  Naviga t ion  Company from commercia l service.

SE P TE MBE R, 1949
An au to a la rm device, designed to send and receive sh ip dist ress signa ls, was under -

going t est s on  the lakes aboard the st eamer  Horace J ohnson . The master  of a  sh ip in
dist ress would need on ly to press a  bu t ton  which  would cause the inst rument  to send
a  cont inuous signa l a ler t ing other  vessels simila r ly equ ipped.

OCTOBE R, 1949
Simultaneous steel and coa l st r ikes brought  lake sh ipping a lmost  to a  standst ill toward

the close of a  season  in  which  the cur ta iled opera t ions of coa l mines and cu tbacks in
iron  ore commitments by some steel companies had a lready t aken  a  ser ious sh ipping
toll. win ter  storage gra in  was loaded in  midseason  in  many cases and many vessels
were la id up ea r ly.

OCTOBE R, 1949
The S. M. Dean, a  new Diesel tug owned by the Pr ingle Barge Line, a r r ived in  the

lakes to go in to service towing coa l ba rges between  Toledo and Det roit , The sh ip, bu ilt
a t  the Alexander  Sh ipyard, Inc., New Or leans, was brough t  to the lakes by way of
the At lan t ic and the St . Lawrence River .

OCTOBE R, 1949
The Grea t  Lakes Towing Company announced it  would pu t  two Diesel tugs in

service in  Cleveland ha rbor  the following spr ing, the fir st  Diesels to be opera ted by
the company in  Cleveland. The tugs Utah and Louisiana were being conver ted from
steam and rebu ilt  from the hu ll up.

OCTOBE R, 1949
Preliminary steps were being t aken  by the United Sta tes Corps of Engineers to

remove the wreck of the oil ba rge Cleveco, which  sank off Cleveland in  December ,
1942. The 262-foot  st eel cra ft  was considered a  menace to naviga t ion .

OCTOBE R, 1949
A step toward making Huron , Ohio a  more impor tan t  gra in -un loading por t  was

under  way with  the insta lla t ion  of a  mar ine tower  a t  the eleva tor  of the Eastern  Sta tes
Coopera t ive Milling Corpora t ion . P lans a lso were announced to double the eleva tor ’s
capacity of 1,300,000 bushels.

N OVE MBE R , 1949
The federa l government  agreed to pay the Det roit  & Cleveland Naviga t ion  Company

$2,000,000 for  it s war t ime use of the passenger  st eamer  Greater Buffalo, which  was
taken  over  by the navy in  1942 and conver ted in to a  fla t top for  the t r a in ing of a irplane
car r ier  pilot s. The sh ip was sold for  scrap in  1948.

D E CE MBE R , 1949
The number  of freigh ter s opera t ing direct ly between  the Grea t  Lakes and foreign

por t s set  an  a ll-t ime h igh  in  1949. Twenty-five sh ips rang up a  tota l of 71 sa ilings
from the lakes.
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