
There is no difficu lty in  placing the approximate loca t ion  of th is for t ,
or  blockhouse, today. Capta in  Thomas Hutchins, who was Bouquet ’s
geographer , places it  accura tely upon  h is map of 1764. He visit ed the
place in  1762, as the milit a ry cor respondence of Col. Henry Bouquet
pla in ly sta tes. Then , for ty-five years a fter  the for t  was t reacherously
dest royed by Indians in  1763, Almon Ruggles, who made a  survey of the
bay shore in  connect ion  with  h is survey of the F irelands, loca ted the posi-
t ion  of the old for t  in  h is field notes. These notes placed the for t  a t  the
sit e of modern  Venice, Ohio. Thus the sit e of the old Br it ish  For t  San-
dusky is a t tested to by two very reliable surveyors.

This for t  was the fir st  of a  cha in  of fron t ier  for t resses to fa ll a t  the
beginn ing of the Pont iac War , which  Francis Parkman ca lls the grea test
and most  fa r -reaching upr ising in  Indian  h istory in  the United Sta tes.
Between  eigh t  and ten  thousand Indians from the Mississippi r iver  to the
Pennsylvania  border  rose, a lmost  overn igh t , in  a  concer ted act ion  which
fell like a  thunderbolt  upon  six hundred miles of Br it ish  and Colonia l
fron t  line lying between  Mackinac Island and For t  P it t , now Pit t sburgh .

Twelve for t s guarded th is front ier  and of these n ine fell in  the fir st  few
days of figh t ing. Only Niagara , Det roit  and For t  P it t  held ou t , and it
was upon  th is meager  remnant  tha t  Colonel Henry Bouquet  was forced
to base h is despera te defense before reinforcement  could reach  h im. He
defea ted the Indians the year  following ( 1764), bu t  not  un t il a fter
numerous white set t lers had been  killed, their  homes burned, and white
migra t ion  brought  to a  standst ill west  of the Allegheny mounta ins.

The building of For t  Sandusky, which  Franklin  had been  so inst ru-
menta l in  promot ing, was among the gr ievances which  caused the Indians
to r ise. The Wyandots, near  the sit e of whose towns the for t  was bu ilt ,
did not  like the idea  a t  a ll. Moreover , too many independent  t raders who
made the for t  their  headquar ters were accused of dea ling unfa ir ly with
the Indians.

Pr ior  to the fa ll of New France, the French  government  in  Canada  had
succeeded in  keeping a ll independent  t raders, with  the except ion  of
George Croghan , whom the Indians liked, ou t  of Ohio. Croghan’s men
got  on  well with  the Wyandots and Delawares, a lthough  now and then
the French  and Ot tawas act ing under  the French  captured or  killed them.
Then  the French  power  in  the New World was lost  and the Br it ish  took
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