
” . . . an  Indian  House where there were a  family of Wyandots hunt -
ing. . .“

At  the poin t  where the east  branch , which  flows about  west  from it s
source, makes near ly a  r igh t -angle tu rn  and flows nor th , Rogers a ltered
his course sligh t ly and swung about  sou th  for  what  he ca lled five miles—
it  is nearer  seven—unt il he came aga in  to the west  branch  of the Huron ,
east  of the presen t -day city of P lymouth .

The west  branch  r ises on  the heigh t  of land in  Rich land County, flows
nor thwest  for  a  distance to cross the sou th  boundary of Huron  County
(hence to en ter  the F irelands) a t  the sou theast  corner  of Ripley Town-

ship. Then  it  flows west -nor thwest ; then  sou thwest ; then  sou th-sou th-
west  in to New Haven  Township; then  sou thwest , to make a  sharp bend
out  of the F irelands, then  in  aga in  a t  P lymouth . Rogers repor ted tha t  he
crossed th is por t ion  of the st ream a t  a  poin t  where it  flowed west -nor th-
west , which  would make h is crossing about  where the Old Sta te Road
br idges the r iver  today, An old Ot tawa  for t , marked on  the 1764 map
of Thomas Hutchins, lay just  off the F irelands in  Richland County in
th is region . The old Couchake t ra il a lso swings sou theast , then  sou th ,
here, and Rogers encountered it  aga in  to follow it  across the Black Fork
of the Mohican  near  the presen t  town of Ganges, in  Rich land County,
From here the t ra il goes sou theaster ly a long the west  side of the r iver  to
Per rysville, in  Ashland County, where it  aga in  crosses the Mohican .

Rogers ca lled the Black Fork of the Mohican  the “Maskongom,” Near
Per rysville, he found “an  Indian  Town about  20 Yards on  the East  Side
of the Creek, th is is ca lled the Mohigon  cabbins . . . the Indians here had
plen ty of Cows, Horses & Hogs &ca .” This town is somet imes ca lled
Mohican  J ohn’s pr ior  to 1762. After  tha t  da te, Mohican  J ohn’s appears
to have moved nor th  a  few miles to J eromesville. From Mohican  J ohn’s
Town, Rogers went  to the Indian  village a t  the junct ion  of Sandy Creek
and the Tuscarawas r iver  and from here to For t  P it t .

Thus Major  Rober t  Rogers completed h is assignment  and could repor t
to Genera l Monckton  tha t  h is mission  had been  accomplished. The t r ip
had been  a lmost  without  incident . He and h is Rangers had t raversed the
ter r itory of the t reacherous Wyandots with  the same ease they might  have
gone on  a  hunt ing expedit ion . As has been  sa id, h is repor t  to Monckton
shows pla in ly tha t  Rogers did not  rea lize the implica t ions of h is journey.
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