
pare in  many ways with  fossil ech inoderms descr ibed in  Smithsonian  re-
por t s, except  tha t  they a re very much  la rger , measur ing feet  whereas
those repor ted in  the Smithsonian  papers measure inches. But  whatever
these a re, they have grea t  in terest  for  the average person . They a lso have
an  ornamenta l va lue, as is indica ted by the fact  tha t  dr iveways and rock
gardens a ll over  the F irelands a re likely to have one or  more specimens.

From Seymour  Run, Rogers says he went : “SSE two miles, crossed a
Brook Running SE about  Eight  Yards wide; th is Day we killed plen ty of
Deer  and Turkies on  our  March  and encamped.” Somet ime, shor t ly a fter -
wards, Rogers left  the Couchake t ra il and angled sligh t ly west . From
the descr ipt ions of Chaussegros de Lery and Hutch ins, we know tha t  the
Couchake t ra il crossed the west  branch  of the Huron  r iver  a t  Monroe-
ville. De Lery leaves a  thumbnail sketch  of the h igh  sha le bank here,
showing how it  sloped down to near  r iver  level where the t ra il crossed.

The t ra il of Rogers barely touched Monroeville and he appears to have
camped just  west  of the corpora t ion  limit s a t  a  poin t  approximat ing the
place where Highway 547 crosses a  small brook which  flows th rough  the
southwestern  corner  of the city. This is the same brook to which  Rogers
has reference and the crossing here the on ly one he could have made and
found the brook flowing sou theast  about  one mile nor th -nor thwest  of
the r iver .

“On J anuary 4th  ( 1761) we t ravelled SSE one Mile, and came to a
River  about  25 Yards Wide, Crossed the River  where there a re two
Indian  Houses. . .“

This had to be in  the vicin ity of the junct ion  of Fr ink Run with  the
West  Branch  of the Huron . Here, h igh  sha le banks, mot t led with  water
seepage and overhung by t rees and vines, make unexpected tapest r ies of
mosses and lichens.

As has been  sa id, Rogers depar ted from the Couchake t ra il in  h is r iver
crossing, bu t  why is not  known. The regula r  t ra il was easier  than  the one
Rogers chose, and cer ta in ly h is rou te was no shor ter . Perhaps it  was the
individua lity of the man asser t ing it self. Rogers did th ings h is own way,
often  successfu lly, bu t  somet imes to h is own det r iment . At  th is poin t , he
evident ly made more work for  h imself than  appears necessary, bu t  there
may have been  an  unsta ted reason . Be tha t  as it  may, de Lery and
Hutch ins were con ten t  to follow the old t ra il a s genera t ions of feet  had

81


