
Soon a fter  the da te of Sherwin’s let t er  we encounter  a  surpr ising
document . William Woodbr idge, collector  of the por t  of Det roit , had
persuaded the Treasury Depar tment  to permit  h im to procure a  small
sa iling vessel to serve as a  revenue cu t ter . She was bu ilt  a t  Er ie a t  a
cost  of $600, a  fa r  cry from presen t -day concept ions of governmenta l ex-
penditu res. Named the A. J . Dallas and manned by sturdy Capta in
Gilber t  Knapp and crew of th ree or  four  sa ilors, she cru ised the Det roit
River  and adjacent  waters in ten t  upon discouraging smuggling and
enforcing a  proper  degree of respect  for  the Government  of the United
St a t es.

On  September  2, 1818 the Dallas dropped down the r iver  and ou t
upon Lake Er ie. Severa l vessels had been  spoken , when  in  the distance
a  st range sa il was observed veer ing and tacking in  such  manner  as to
indica te she was desirous of avoiding the Dallas. Capta in  Knapp set  ou t
in  pursu it  and presen t ly came close enough  to fire a  blank shot  across
her  bow. No a t t en t ion  being pa id to th is, he fired another  loaded with
ba ll. The vessel replied in  kind, repea tedly fir ing a  musket  a t  the Dallas
which  cont inued the chase for  severa l hours. Eventua lly the wind fa iled
the cu t ter  and the vessel she had been  chasing passed from sigh t , heading
toward the mouth  of the Det roit  River . Knapp repor ted, however , tha t
in  the chase he had come near  enough to her  to iden t ify her  as the
Hercules of Det roit .

Luke Sherwin  had sta ted in  h is let t er  of August  12 tha t  the Hercules
was to remain  a  week or  more a t  Buffa lo. Presumably she was return ing
to Det roit  when  Capta in  Knapp encountered her . But  the character
of J ames Thomas, recen t ly a  colonel in  the United Sta tes Army and
the acknowledged fr iend of Det roit ’s leading cit izens, seems to render
such  conduct  as Capta in  Knapp repor ted inexplicable.

Whatever  the explana t ion  of the mystery may be, the Hercules wa s
engaged upon  her  last  voyage. When favor ing winds blew, the voyage
from Det roit  to Chicago might  be made in  a  few days’ t ime. When the
winds were cont ra ry, or  lacking a ltogether , it  might  require many weeks.
The General Wayne, which  ca r r ied the t roops from Det roit  to bu ild
For t  Dearborn  in  1816, had consumed a  month  on  the voyage, and the
Hercules, which  left  Lake Er ie on  September  2, was a t  Chicago ready
to begin  her  retu rn  voyage to Det roit , exact ly a  month  la ter .
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