
the Grea t  Lakes, bears a lmost  the same rela t ionsh ip to the Dominion  of
Canada  tha t  the Grea t  Lakes Sta tes bea r  to the United Sta tes.

Onta r io, having one-n in th  of the ter r itory of Canada , has developed
one-ha lf the indust ry. The Grea t  Lakes Sta tes, with  less than  one-eigh th
the a rea  of the United Sta tes, manufacture products tota ling more than
one-ha lf of our  na t iona l product ion .

In  peace t ime or  war  t ime, the United Sta tes holds by fa r  the sa fest
and soundest  posit ion  among the grea t  powers because of it s self -suffi-
ciency in  food stu ffs, essen t ia l indust r ia l products, and raw mater ia ls.
The grea t  essen t ia ls of self -su fficiency a re: food, power , iron  and steeI,
machinery, chemica ls, coa l, iron  ore and pet roleum.

The best  sta t ist ics before Wor ld War  II indica ted tha t  the Grea t  Lakes
Sta tes, if considered as a  t rade empire, rank second to Russia  in  the pro-
duct ion  of food, and a lone produce more power  than  Germany, Grea t
Br ita in , France, Russia , It a ly, or  J apan , more iron  and steel than  any of
these six grea t  powers, more machinery than  any one of them, more
chemica ls and coa l than  any except ing Germany and Grea t  Br ita in ,
more pig iron  than  any of the grea t  powers and more pet roleum than
any of them save Russia .

The Grea t  Lakes Sta tes t ransact  more than  ha lf of the na t ion’s whole-
sa le business and reta il business, and own more than  ha lf of the na t ion’s
manufactur ing establishments.

There is another  reviva l of in terest  in  the proposed Grea t  Lakes-to-
the-Sea  movement . Cer ta in  it  is tha t  we want  a  development  tha t  will
permit  the br inging of iron  ore from Labrador  in  our  lake ca r r ier s to
the por t s of the Grea t  Lakes. Eventua lly, it  may be to the in terest  of
the Grea t  Lakes and the na t ion  to complete the proposed Grea t  Lakes-to-
the-Sea  movement , bu t  before proceeding let  us look in to the whole
project  with  the grea test  ca re.

F ir st  of a ll, we do not  want  such  a  project  pr imar ily to serve polit ica l
pu r poses. This count ry is slipping rapidly toward a  socia list ic sta te,
and free en terpr ise and our  freedoms a re a lready suffer ing as a  resu lt .
If and when  we develop the Grea t  Lakes-to-the-Sea  project  let  it  be a
t rue Amer ican  en terpr ise, shared in  by the United Sta tes and the Domin-
ion  of Canada  as benefit ing par tners. Let  us be sure tha t  we give su itable
protect ion  to our  own sh ips which  have bu ilt  the business of the lakes.
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