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By W I LLI AM G AN S ON  R O S E

” T HE GREAT CENTERS of the fu ture will not  be London, Par is and
Ber lin .” So spoke, in  1930, Dr . J . Pau l Goode, ou t standing
student  of na tura l resources, Then  he added, “The grea test

cen ters of the fu ture will be loca ted in  the Grea t  Lakes a rea ,” and he
ment ioned as examples Chicago, Cleveland and Milwaukee. If the Grea t
Lakes have as grea t  an  in fluence as th is, we should become bet ter  ac-
qua in ted with  them, and lea rn  in  what  ways we can  capita lize upon  the
many advantages they offer .

Ca lled “Grea t” because they const itu te the la rgest  body of fresh  water
in  the wor ld, their  t rue grea tness has a  fa r  broader  sign ificance. Mor e
than  any other  in fluence they have fur thered the indust r ia l and com-
mercia l development  of our  count ry; their  con t r ibu t ion  to Amer ica’s
ever  h igher  standard of living is inca lcu lable; their  service to the sta tes
border ing upon  them has made th is dist r ict  the most  impor tan t  t rade
empire in  the wor ld. The Grea t  Lakes a re indeed grea t  !

For  their  format ion  we must  thank the glaciers of 20,000 years ago,
which  were a lso responsible for  the a rea’s fer t ile h ills and va lleys, for
it s usefu l r ivers and small lakes and for  other  na tura l resources tha t
just ify the sta tement—the Grea t  Lakes dist r ict  was born  grea t . Some
scien t ist s a ffirm tha t  the glaciers will retu rn  in  a  million  years to cover
the en t ire United Sta tes. Th is would be an  excellen t  solu t ion  to our
many problems bu t  it ’s too slow of execu t ion .

“ Condensa t ion  of an  address presen ted a t  the annua l meet ing of the Grea t  Lakes
Histor ica l Society, Apr il 14, 1950, a t  Cleveland, Ohio. Mr . Rose is a  prominen t
Cleveland publicist , whose new book Clevela n d , Th e Ma k in g of a  Ci t y is a  best
seller .
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